	Ryan Air new Route to Memmingen-Allgau (in Bavaria) on 1/5/09 Flight FR2404
Departure 12.10pm from Gate 42, delayed by 30min. 

 

Mrs Gilda Sebastian(aged 61)  from Witham decided to leave her  Parachute behind when she decided to book her £3.00 all incl. Flight to Memmingen to check the new Route for herself. I spoke to a Fellow Passenger while standing in line for boarding. Like me the Lady was Geman born, but lived in the Uk. I had not made any Plans on what to do and where to go on arrival and got lost of useful tips  but decided to make my desicion on arrival. This is unusal for me as I normally plan everything in minute detail. On arrival the local Press took Photos and a Brass Band was playing . There was also a free Cheese and Bread Table, sadly no Wine. There was a local Bus waiting and for Euros 2.50 I took it to the Train Stn., which was 5 km away.At the Airport I saw several Coach Drivers holding up Boards advertising Munich for Euros 18.00. Memmingen Train Station had many Facilities which my local Station Witham certainly does not have. I decided to pick on of the recommended places called Sonthofen, an hour away into the Mountains. I bought a return ticket for Euros eleven, but normal price is Euros 23.00, I have a special annual Raildiscount card giving me 50% reduction. Dare I say German Trains are cheaper, faster, cleaner and have excellent connections. After a 20min wait I was off. Just enough time for a quick coffe for Euros 1.30, also bought some cards. Just like our British Trains there was Engineering work on the line as 1/5/09 is a permanent Bank Holiday in Germany, so half the journey was buy Bus into the Mountains, which  I saw as a great free sightseeing trip. I started to see Snow capped mountains and pretty Villages. On arrival in Sonthofen almost 5pm(Clocks one hour ahead) I had a Hot chocolate and asked the Waitress for cheap local Hotels or B&B(Zimmer frei) I found a super Hotel Traube, Euros 35.00 for a Double Room given to me as a single incl. of full Breakfast, a Bargain!! The Town Sonthofen is very beautiful and everything is walking distance. Lots of Shops including a large Supermarket in which I spent more than an hour the next morning. My Basket was getting heavy and I started to doubt how it would all fit into my small , already full Rucksack but as always I managed. Geman Supermarkets all have large Tables on which you can re-pack and I tipped my entire contence out and started fresh. I am a bit of an Expert when it comes to packing and discarded most packaging. Than I stumbled across a Second Hand Shop full of Designer Clothes, again not my normal thing but too tempting having looked into the Window, Redicilous Prices so to cut a long story short I bought 3 items and wore the Jacket on top of my other Clothes, getting very hot, and don;t ask me how, but managed to sqeeze it into my Rucksack. I walked to the Station, 3 min walk and took a Train to Memmingen. Just over an hour. In Memmingen like at all German Railway Stations you have Lockers, so no need to carry luagge around with you while sight seeing. Memmingen Town Centre is less than 5 min walk from the Station and has a large Pedestrian Shopping Centre, several pretty Sqares and dozens of mouthwatering eating Places all reasonably priced with typical Bavarian Specialities. I had at last my customary delicious Black Forest Gateau or Schwarzwalder Kirsch Torte for which I paid 2 Eoros and 9 cents. Out of this World. Just for this Cake I will fly again to Memmingen. Than I looked around but sadly no more shopping as I had used every sqare inch. I bought a crispy Roll with a hot Schnitzel, my Lunch and made my way back to the Station. I knew I had missed a bUs as I wanted the last min in Memmingen rather than the Airport, so I took a Taxi for Euros 10.oo but shared with a Fellow Passenger who was only too happy to come along. I bought a small Bottle of Sparkling Wine (German Champagne) to celebrate a very enjouable successful Mini break. I will go back and explore more of Bavaria as Memmingen seems to be the Gateway to many other famous Cities around Munich. If inadvertantly I have given Ryan Air a Plug than this is regretted as I am not a Fan of their non existing Customer Service, but no doubt I will be corrected. Auf Wiedersehn.
Gilda Sebastian
Witham 
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